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Marnix Van
Roosbroeck
Executive Board Member
Unbreakable friendships, a
broadened world-perspective
and having a European
(journalistic) family is how I can
summarise FEJS probably in
the best possible way.
I entered FEJS as a shy, and
rather reserved student in
2012 at the AC in Vienna.
Immediately I knew FEJS was a
revelation and an eye-opening
experience for me personally.
I met with like-minded and
internationally oriented people
with whom I’ve shared
thoughts, incredible fun and
connectedness. Over the years
it made me grow personally
and professionally.

AC in Antwerp
This year’s Annual Congress in Antwerp, Belgium hosted 49
participants from 11 different delegations. Participants came
from Austria, Finland, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, the
Netherlands, Poland, Russia, Slovenia and the host country
Belgium. The main topic of this year’s AC was Media Diversity.
Among the topics covered during the lectures were media
landscape in Belgium and diversity in the media, such as the
representation of minority groups in the Belgian media and
other related topics. The participants could choose between
workshops about design, human interest stories and social
media. In one of the workshops, they discussed the book «The
death of the truth» by Jo Van Doninck and one of the
workshops was held by Stampmedia, which is an organisation
for young journalists in Belgium.
During the Congress FEJS had the opportunity to renew and
deepen two very important collaborations with the European
Journalism Training Association (EJTA) and NBC Universal.
Members of the EB and SEC met with Nadia Vissers, General
Secretary of EJTA and lecturer at AP University College,
Antwerp, where they discussed the possibilities regarding
future collaborations with EJTA. Nadia Vissers also prepared a
short but informative lecture on EJTA and the project
EUFactcheck, which she is currently a part of. From NBC
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Marnix Van
Roosbroeck
Executive Board Member
Joining the EB only increased
that exponentially. Within a
team of semi-professional
friends, I was able to comanage and steer the
organization towards a
brighter future. It gave me the
experience and satisfaction of
being able to get as involved
as possible.
At the GA in Helsinki it’ll be
time to hand my mandate over
to the next generation of
engaged and motivated
students who have the same
objectives. Because let’s face it,
I’m getting too old for this. But
you won’t see me leave
quickly. I love the FEJS-family a
bit too much for that.

April 2019
Universal we hosted Adrienne Mong – Director of International
News for NBC News, Alexander Smith – a senior reporter for
NBC News, both based in London, and Andy Eckardt – a
Germany based corresponded of NBC Universal, who
previously joined us at the last GA in Zwolle, the Netherlands.
All three participated in a very informative and interesting Q&A
session. After the session members of the EB met with Andy
Eckardt to discuss the possibility of future collaboration
between NBC Universal and FEJS.

Most of the lectures and workshops were held at Campus
Meistraat of Artesis Plantijn University College in Antwerp,
where some of the OC members attend journalistic classes. The
rest of the OC members study at Thomas More hogeschool in
Mechelen, just outside of Antwerp. During the Congress,
participants could also join for a day trip to Bruges, which is a
UNESCO World Heritage City. On Monday evening participants
had the opportunity to enjoy the cultural show «I hate
Mondays» by a diverse cast at Toneelhuis in the centre of
Antwerp.

Credit for photos from AC in
Antwerp:
Vladimir Khodakovsky.
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Severin Rosenberger
Executive Board Member
After 8 years, 12 events and 4
years as a member of the EB
it’s time for old Severin to say
goodbye. FEJS made me a
European Citizen more than
anything else and I’m grateful
for all the people from allover
our continent I was able to
meet. I made quite some
friends for my life and over the
years I saw generations come
and go but I can honestly say
this is the best time to hand
this baby over to you. This is
one of the most clever and
vivid generation in years. I’m
sure you will make the best out
of it. So long my friends, you’ll
be always part of my life and I
can promise I will not
completely vanish. Just
transforming to an old and
grey Veteran.
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Asia Pałka, Poland: AC Antwerp was my 3rd event so far, and I
loved it. Not only we attended lectures and workshops that
expanded our horizons and boosted our creativity, but also we
got to share our views and opinions about media and diversity
with other open-minded participants. FEJS gives us, young
journalists, an unprecedented opportunity to hold a debate
how journalism differs in our countries. It also makes me really
happy to see all those new people full of energy, eager to share
their knowledge and experience. That’s the beauty of FEJS and
I couldn’t be more grateful to be part of it.

Matej Simič, Slovenia: Antwerp was my second FEJS event and
I really loved it! Why? Because you can discuss topics and
trends, that are very important for your future journalistic work.
And most importantly, you get to know interesting young and
also more experienced journalists all over the Europe and
broader. And those contacts are the most essential component
you need for creating credible, trustworthy and »on time«
content.
Nienke Wensveen, the Netherlands: I liked the AC in Antwerp. I
liked the workshops the most. There, I learned things that
matter which I wouldn’t learn in college. There are multiple
things that I love about FEJS: You learn a lot of things, get to
know other cultures, meet people from different countries and
become friends with them. There is a good balance of learning
and having fun.

Our website: http://fejs.info/
Our social networks:
https://www.facebook.com/
FEJSInternational/
https://instagram.com/fejsint/

Vladimir Khodakovsky, Russia: As always, you get a lot of
surprises. New faces and the old friends. New places to stay
and party. New ideas and insights from the workshops and the
guests. This year I've been surprised to see how flawlessly the
program was organised and to meet the VP of NBC News in
person, that's opportunity you don't expect every day.

Forum for European Journalism Students

3

By FEJS Executive Board

April 2019

GA in Helsinki
We are pleased to remind you that approximately in the second
half of October we will have our General Assembly in Helsinki,
Finland. We will update you with specific dates shortly. The
application process will start in August.
A General Assembly takes place every year in autumn and is
dedicated for internal FEJS issues. During this event, which
usually involves 30-50 participants, we vote on the most
important topics for our organisation. This year we will have to
make decisions on many significant matters. During this GA we
will vote to elect a new Secretariat – it should be from 1 and up
to 3 FEJS members living in one country. The Secretariat mainly
deals with operational and financial processes for all the events.
They hold their position for two years. We will elect four new
Executive Board members – to be elected you should have
participated in at least two previous events. The main duties of
the Executive Board are to develop, extend and promote FEJS,
which includes different collaborations and partnerships. And
we will also vote for where the next General Assembly in 2020
and the Annual Congress in 2021 will take place. The Annual
Congress in 2020, which was voted on during our previous
General Assembly, will be held in Ljubljana, Slovenia.
If you are considering to nominate for one of these roles, don’t
hesitate to contact FEJS Executive Board or Secretariat to know
more about our work and the incredible experience we have
gathered over the years. We are always very happy to answer
your questions and also just to chat with you!
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