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In short 

• Verification & fact checking 
• Current situation (curriculum) 
• Future situation  
• Questions 
 
 
 



Verification or fact checking? 

Verification = the pre-publication checking of facts  
(‘journalistic routine’) 

 

Fact checking =  

1. Attached to newsrooms 

2. Fact checking organizations/individuals (Politifact) 

 



Curriculum (current situation) 

Year What do we do? 

1 Research for journalism productions (Basics)  Ex. ‘Mini’ fact check:  

 

 

2 Research for journalism (Advanced) 

Setting up a (social media) work flow for the verification process 

Applying verification techniques for new/social media  

3 Research for journalism productions (Advanced) 

 

 

4 (Bachelor) 1. Research for journalism productions (Bachelor) 

2. Research Project Fact checking regional newspaper 2006-2011-2015  

 



 
Fact checking Regional newspaper + Website + Broadcast 
(2006   2011   2015) 

 
(10 students, research project) 
 

Accurate >>>> most difficult to research  

  

Balanced   

 

Fair   

 
 

Research project 



Accuracy 

Place is correct 
Time is correct 
Number(s) is/are correct 



Balance 

No lack of essential information 
 
More than one perspective  
 
Headline covers the story 
 



Fair 

Language isn’t biased 
 
Sources are mentioned (transparancy) 
 
Clear difference between fact/opinion 
 
 
 



Problems? 

Checking accuracy  
 
Isn’t easy (without asking sources) like Porlezza & Russ-Mohl 
did. 
 
 



FACT  
BENCHMAR

KTIME 

BENCHMARK

CATEGORIE

S 

C
O

N
T

E
X

T
 

S
P

E
C

IF
IC

 



FACT  
BENCHMAR

KTIME 

BENCHMARK

CATEGORIE

S 

C
O

N
T

E
X

T
 

S
P

E
C

IF
IC

 



‘More and more migrants to leave voluntarily’ 
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Politician: ‘I haven’t seen this in 
years’ 
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The context of facts  

The news was framed in the context of the current refugee crisis 
and debate - at that time mainly focused on Syrians.  
As an explanation for the remarkable data, people pointed towards 
the recent policy changes that made it harder for refugees to get 
asylum, prompting them to prefer returning home instead of waiting 
in uncertainty.   
But whoever looked into the data, saw that of all returning 
refugees, there were only six of them from Syria…  
 



FACT  
BENCHMAR

KTIME 

BENCHMARK

CATEGORIE

S 

C
O

N
T

E
X

T
 

S
P

E
C

IF
IC

 





Fact checking is not simply finding truth, it’s much more 

complicated. 

 

It involves asking a lot of questions, understanding the (political, 

cultural) context, seeing through framing.  

 

 

 

All facts might be correct, but the story told a lie.  



‘Der Spiegel has 80 factcheckers. 
This is the feedback for an 
experienced journalist’ 
 
 
• Fact checking is also about culture. Is 

feedback welcomed or considered a 
threat? 

• And if we checked all the facts… like 
Trump’s… does it even matter?  



Curriculum (future) 

All integrated with curriculum on  

research, data and social media which is currently being implemented  
 

1 Skill development (basic)  

2 Skill development/understanding fact checking concepts  

3 Fact checking on a conceptual level 

4 (Bachelor) Fact checking on a critical level  

At Windesheim, we will be introducing a new educational concept in which the above should be a 

part of. 

 

Question: should fact checking be a specialization or only integrated in the regular curriculum?     



What can we offer?  

Easily translatable toolkits - relevant for any educational context. 
(Example)   

 
Fact checking experience (from projects and hobbyism)   
 
Enthusiasm about fact checking (no, it’s not dull!)  
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/134WKRgLSO5Tycvq5Rv1t1oYlWLa-_-0okrN_7x0XDJ8/edit?usp=sharing


Questions? 


